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News from Local Congregations 


Rush Memorial UCC, Atlanta, 
4 celebrated its 96th Anniversary with 
a ground breaking ceremony on 
August 23for a fellowship hall to be 
named for a beloved previous pastor, 
Joseph Boone. They have secured 
financing from the UCC Cornerstone 
Fund. 


Pilgrimage UCC, Marietta, has begun a building to expand their sanctuary to 
accommodate their recent growth. 


First Congregational UCC, Atlanta, is about to embark on the next step of 
their building campaign, with a plan to completely restore the original building, 
and to improve the community building as an office suite and for class room 
space. They are also pleased to announce on September 20 at 11:00 brilliant 
saxophonist and now seminarian Kirk Whalum will be our guest preacher and 
performer. All are invited! 


Church of the Savior, Knoxville, is about to begin a series of capital 
improvements to expand their office and program space, with a loan from the 
Cornerstone Fund. 


Beloved Community UCC, Birmingham reports that “fifteen members from 
Pilgrim UCC in Durham NC travelled to Birmingham, to do a civil rights tour and 
to help Beloved for 5 days! They landscaped, bought and installed planters and 
benches, bought us a weed eater and used it around our grounds, painted inside 
and out, helped us canvass 500 homes and organize a Neighborhood Open House 
and Ice Cream Social. It was an amazing act of generosity!" 


First UCC, Belvidere, TN, pastor Diantha Brown celebrated Homecoming 
on August 9th by inviting their recent short term interim pastor Chrissy 
Bonner to preach. 

--UCC affiliated Fisk University has entered collaboration with Vanderbilt 
University that is poised to become the nations top source of Ph.D.s in physics 
and astronomy awarded to underrepresented minorities has received a major 
boost from three federal grants totaling $3.7 million. "We are pleased to receive 
this federal support for Fisk, Vanderbilt and Delaware State students which 
reflects the quality of our existing programs,” said Fisk President Hazel R. 
O'Leary. 


Holy Trinity Community UCC, Nashville, is about to start a second TAP 
class, and has 18 member who have expressed an interest! 


We received word that Peace 
Congregational UCC, Clemson, 
SC, received a grant from the NiN 
offering of the United Church of Christ, 
to promote a community garden to 
improve nutrition in low income 
communities. 


Brookmeade Congregational UCC, Nashville, walked for health care 
reform following worship on Sunday, August 23. Folks ages from 3 months old to 
80 participate. Next step is to meet with our congressman and let him know our 
feelings. Pictures are at www.webshots.com. 
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Celebrating their common covenant in the UCC, Virginia-Highland Church 

GY SafeSubscribe (A UCC and Baptist congregation) and Kirkwood UCC, a new church start, 
both in Atlanta, shared worship and communion on August 23rd, followed by a 
pot luck lunch. Interim Pastor Chris Glaser of Virginia-Highland preached. 
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Conference News and Announcements 


This Fall the Conference Comes Alive! 


A leading emphasis this fall will be our continued engagement of the Campaign 
to Expand the Mission and Ministry of the Conference by securing 
support from our congregations to Build Covenant and Connection, Build 
Leadership and Build Congregations. Our challenge goal for this campaign is $3.8 
million, and our minimum goal is $1.4 million. Ambassador Andrew Young, 
member of First Congregational UCC, Atlanta, has offered to serve as 
Honorary Chair of the campaign, and the General Chairs are Rev. Susan 
Mitchell of Rush Memorial UCC, Atlanta, and Bob Watson of Central 
Congregational UCC, Atlanta. There will be a recruitment of teams of visitors 
to present the story to each church of the 51 churches in the conference, and to 
make an invitation for them to be a part of the effort to expand the ministries of 
the conference over the next decade. 


2009 Fall Association Meetings 


Our three associations have scheduled their fall meetings. Alabama-Tennessee 
Association will meet in Birmingham September 25-26, East Alabama-West 
Georgia on October 10th in Pine Mountain, GA, and Georgia-South Carolina, on 
October 17th, in Atlanta. 


Celebrating the Hopes and Dreams of Our Global Village 


United Church of Christ 
Alabama/Tennessee Association, Southeast Conference 
Fall Gathering 
First Congregational Church, 1024 Center Street, North 
Birmingham, Alabama 35304 
featuring 
Global Ministries 
United Church of Christ and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 


Highlights 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2009 
4:00 p.m. Registration Check-in 
4:15- 5:45 p.m. Documentary showing and discussion Library 
Life in Occupied Palestine 
Eyewitness Stories and Photos by Anna Baltzer 
6:00 p.m. Dinner Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Global Village Celebration Sanctuary 
Featuring the Oikos Ensemble 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 26 
7:30 a.m. Breakfast Fellowship Hall 
8:30 Mission Alive Worship Sanctuary 
10:00 — 11:50 Mission Discussions 


..Directions, accommodations, and more details available by contacting Don 
Clark at clarkjd@frontiernet.net 


EAST ALABAMA WEST GEORGIA ASSOCIATION 
Annual Meeting 
Oak Grove Christian Church, UCC, Pine Mountain, GA 
October 10, 2009 
9:30 (EST) Gathering, Breakfast--12:30 Adjourn following lunch 


Program: Rev. Kathy Clark 
“New Paths to Discernment for Ministry; the UCC Engages in 
Formation for Ministry for the Emerging UCC” 


The Southeast Conference is taking a leading role under the guidance of Associate 
Conference Minister Kathy Clark in living into the Multiple Paths to Ministry 
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which was taken to the next level of implementation by actions of the Grand 
Rapids General Synod when it voted the necessary changes to the Constitution 
and Bylaws to implement multiple paths. The Georgia-South Carolina 
Association is hosting a workshop on November 7th in Atlanta for licensed 
ministers of the Southeast Conference to provide them an overview of the process 
of becoming a member in discernment by developing a portfolio organized 
around the marks of a faithful and effective ministry. 


Georgia-South Carolina Association 
Annual Meeting 
October 17th, 2009 
10:00—3:00pm 


Keep an eye open for program details and agenda 


Conference Minister and Secretary Bette Graves Thomas to Attend 
Regional Meeting 


September 14-15 the conference ministers of each of the 
conferences in the Southern Region, with their moderators 
will gather for a meeting in Tampa, the purpose of which is 
=, to explore future collaborations among conferences in this 
region. The lay representative from our conference will be 
Bette Graves Thomas, the secretary of our Board. The 
conferences of this region are Southern Conference (North 
Carolina and tidewater Virginia), Southeast, Florida, and 
South Central (Louisiana, Texas and the Mississippi coast). 
As conferences face the challenges of ministry in a time of 
diminished resources, we are beginning to find new ways to collaborate around 
program and staffing. The Southeast Conference provides consultation on new 
church development to Southern, Florida and South Central. We will look at this 
at the first step toward encouraging additional exploration of how we can 
strengthen each other. 


Friends of the Conference Program—Get a “Thank You!” Gift 


The Board of Directors of the Southeast Conference has initiated a “Friends of the 
Conference” program through which individuals who want to support specific 
ministries will have an opportunity to do so. If you wish to make a $250 
contribution to the TAP Program, to OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission), or to 
support the work of a specific new church start send a check to Friends of the 
Southeast Conference, 1330 West Peachtree Street, NW, Suite #350, Atlanta, GA 
30309, Attn: Tim Downs, and we will send you a beautiful canvas briefcase with 
the logo of the Friends of the Conference campaign embroidered on it. 


Southeast Conference Partners with National UCC in Sponsoring the 
New Church Leadership Institute in Atlanta 


The very successful New 
Church Leadership Institute 
was held at Emory University 
August 3-7 with over 150 
pastors from across the UCC 
coming to participate in an 
expanded program which 
this year invited not only new 
church start pastors, but 
pastors of renewing 
congregations as_ well. 
Workshops led by leading 
experts in the areas of new 
church development and congregational vitality were present. Associate 
Conference Minister Cameron Trimble has provided the executive support and 
direction for the development of this program. The Southeast Conference was 
well represented with pastors from a number of our congregations participating. 
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Ave. NE, Atlanta, See www.vhchurch.org for more info. 


Marvin Morgan and Ron Bonner, both members of First Congregational 
UCC are serving as transitional ministers in ELCA congregations in Atlanta. 


Jim Deming, pastor of First United Church UCC, Nashville, has written a 
chapter in a new book, Love God Heal Earth, on creation care and environmental 
stewardship. Jim joins writers from other faiths who express their call to the 
moral and spiritual crisis of global warming. The book may be ordered at the 
website www.theregenerationproject.org. 


Paige Pearson, pastor of United Church of Cookeville, UCC, was installed 
as pastor at a service on July 26th. Barbara Everett was present representing 
the Alabama-Tennessee Association, and Vanessa Robbs, moderator of the 
Conference represented the Conference in the service. 


Christophe Ringer, licensed as pastor of Howard Congregational UCC, 
Nashville has announced his intent to pursue ordination in the UCC. He has also 
announced his engagement to be married to Kim Peeler. 


In August the Georgia-South Carolina Association approved Andy Sidden, and 
Candace Chellew pastor and associate pastor respectively of Garden of 
Grace UCC, Columbia, SC,(Garden of Grace picture?) to proceed to be 
installed as pastors authorized for ordained ministry by the United Church of 
Christ. In this act, the Association, Candace and Andy became pioneers in the 
implementation of the new multiple paths to ministry. They presented and 
discussed their portfolios organized around the marks for faithful and effective 
ministry. 


We were saddened by the death June 14th of Henry Coffer, member of First 
UCC, Nashville, and a retired minister. 


Linda White, Stated Supply Minster at Brookmeade Congregations UCC, 
Nashville, announced the death of her father in May. He was 102. 


The father of Hugh Hogan, licensed for ministry at Lanett Congregational 
Christian Church, AL, passed away the last week of August. 


Ted Brelsford, formerly a member of Central Congregational UCC, 
Atlanta, was ordained to serve Orchard Park Community Church in upstate New 
York, June 7th. Tim Downs was present to represent the Conference in the 
service. The preacher for the occasion was Gail O’Day, a member of Central 
Congregational UCC, Atlanta, and dean at the Candler School of Theology. 
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Reflections from Tim Downs, Conference Minister 


It sounds a little clinical to describe General Synod as “the biannual national 
gathering of the United Church of Christ”, and fails to do justice to this event 
which is one part homecoming, one part witness, one part celebration, and part 
high school talent show. It is homecoming for friends from across the years and 
across the church as we find one another in the crowds. It is part witness as 
resolutions are passed, speeches made and people gather in workshop to connect 
and learn. It is part celebration in worship and music. It is part high school 
talent show, as I was reminded watching the national evangelism team wearing 
rabbit ears dancing on stage with a giant bunny, to celebrate church 
multiplication (get it?). At this General Synod there was the added measure of 
thanks and celebration surrounding General Minister John Thomas’ completion 
of his nine years of service in that position. There were deeply touching testimony 
and thanks extended to John, who has been an exceptional leader in trying times, 
and a good friend to us in the Southeast Conference. 


I was struck throughout by the numbers of visitors and leaders were present from 
the Southeast Conference at this General Synod, a source of great pride for me as 
your conference minister. Churches from across the Conference sent members, 
some of whom came as delegates, others as leaders, and others as visitors. 
Churches that were presented included Holy Trinity Community UCC, , 
Howard Congregational UCC, both of Nashville, Pleasant Hill 
Community UCC, Tennessee, Pilgrim Congregational, UCC, 
Chattanooga, Garden of Grace UCC, Columbia, SC, Peace 
Congregational UCC, Clemson, SC, Pilgrimage UCC, Marietta, Victory 
Church, Stone Mountain, GA, Central Congregational UCC, and First 
Congregational UCC, both of Atlanta, First Congregational UCC, 
Birmingham, Trinity Congregational UCC, Athens, AL, and Bethany 
Congregational UCC, Thomasville, GA. 


There were many who served as significant 
leaders throughout the Synod. They included 
Marvin Morgan, of First Congregational 
UCC, Atlanta, who served as moderator of 
General Synod, Elizabeth Clement also of 
First, Atlanta,who served on the second 
governance Follow-up Task Force. Gary Myers, 
pastor of Trinity Congregational UCC, 
Athens, AL, served in significant leadership 
_ positions on both the Board of Wider Church 

Ministries, and the Executive Council. Dorinda 
BroadnaxLicensed to serve at Community Congregational UCC, in 
Montgomery, was therecipientof the Honored Lay Woman Award from the 
Southeast Conference. Leading a committee in 
discussing a resolution to bring to the floor of 
General Synod was Jeremy Rich, licensed 
pastor of Bethany Congregational UCC, 
Thomasville. (Jeremy Rich Chairs 
Committee) Jennifer Spears of Garden of 
Grace UCC, Columbia, SC, led a workshop on 
issues faced by the transgendered community. 
Two of our conference staff, Kathy Clark and 
Cameron Trimble have been instrumental in 
the development of major initiatives in the 
national setting- Kathy in the area of theological education and formation for 
ministry, and Cameron in the area of new church development. Certainly not 
least of our leadership is Steve Sterner, a member of Central 
Congregational UCC, Atlanta, and active in Peace Congregational UCC, 
Clemson, SC, who was reelected as Action Executive Minister of Local Church 
Ministries of the UCC. We in the Southeast Conference can be proud of those who 
serve our beloved UCC as a part of their ministry among us. Our delegates to 
General Synod are also significant 
leaders for us. They include Jim 
Crabb of Central Congregational 
UCC, Atlanta, Vanessa Robbs, of 
Pilgrim Congregational UCC, 
Chattanooga, Dorothy Gager, of 
Howard Congregational UCC, 
Nashville, Bette Graves Thomas of 
First Congregational UCC, 
Atlanta, Jeanne Elrod, of Pleasant 
Hill Community UCC, TN, and 
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Jeremy Rich of Bethany Congregational UCC, Thomasville, GA. 
(Picture of SEC Delegates) It is not accidental that we have such a significant 
presence in the national setting. It represent the fruits of our hard work in 
cultivating and encouraging leadership over the years through the TAP program, 
our engagement with seminaries, the clarity of our commitment as a conference 
to the United Church of Christ, and the excellence of our staff. 


While there are many highlights to the General Synod, I would lift up a few that 
have a particular impact on the life of our conference. The first was the Sacred 
Conversations, which were held to foster dialogue about race and racism. We are 
uniquely equipped to engage in these conversations as a conference which is 
majority African-American, and a setting where race and racism have been a part 
of our identity from our inception. We were present and active through these 
conversations. The changes to the Constitution and Bylaws of the United Church 
of Christ to encourage multiple paths for people preparing for ministry in the 
UCC will have a strong and positive impact on our congregations over the next 
decades. The vote of General Synod to proceed with the conversation toward a 
“single structure governance”, while not the stuff of headlines, I believe will 
significantly improve our capacity for effective ministry and mission across the 
UCC. 


I remain encourage by the leadership of the United Church of Christ. I was 
touched by the grace, humility and humor that marked the recognition of John 
Thomas’ presidency, and appreciated his words to us to “swim bravely, swim 
safely, and relax into the buoyancy of grace”. The election of Geoffrey Black as 
General Minster and President is significant for many reasons. He brings to us 
the perspectives and gifts that come of having served as a local church pastor, on 
the national staff, and as a conference minister for nine years in New York. He 
brings to us a spirit of hope and a strong reaffirmation of our identity as a people 
seeking peace and justice, It is our hope to have him in our Conference soon. 


Comments from Southeast Conference Members Who Attended 
General Synod: 


From Juanita Jackson (Bethany Congregational UCC, Thomasville, 
GA): 

“In addition to the inspirational worship experiences, the hearings, the 
conversation on race and being immersed in all aspects of the 27th Synod, seeing 
former acquaintances was a special blessing. Being with the delegates and 
visitors from the Southeast Conference was wonderful!” 


From David Harsh (Pleasant Hill Congregational UCC, TN): 

“The one thing that I will remember about General Synod 27 is the gracious exit 
of John Thomas ashe completes his work as the leader of the church. His 
worship message was excellent and the times he spoke in the plenary session you 
could feel the compassion he has for the United Church of Christ and the work 
that he has done for the last 10 years.” 


From Bette Graves Thomas (First Congregational UCC, Atlanta): 

“I took great pride in watching my church member and friend, Marvin L. Morgan, 
moderate at the Synod. I remember when Marvin was elected to this post in 
Hartford and was so excited. He, along with the assistant moderators, did a great 
job even when there were protests on the floor. Congratulations Marvin! 


"I experienced some sadness in knowing that this was the last Synod for John 
Thomas. I had come to respect him greatly. He was so knowledgeable and yet so 
down to earth. Each year when I requested a letter of greetings from him (at the 
last minute) for our church’s anniversary he always came through. 


“There were many highlights in at the Synod. My most memorable worship 
service would be when Rev. Otis Moss, III preached. I enjoyed his thought 
provoking sermon on “punctuation”. My greatest learning experience was at a 
workshop by Jennifer Spears. While I have been told that I am straight but 
not narrow, Jennifer helped me to understand the world of LGBT. I felt that I 
had made a new friend in Jennifer and enjoyed talking with her.” 


From Forenza Chatmon (Bethany Congregational UCC, Thomasville, 
GA): 

“When the 27th General Synod, delegates, ministers and visitors came together, 
in the middle of diversity, respect, excitement, crying, shuffling, and awesome 
hospitality it was an electrifying experience! Many wonderful things happened 
when this assembly of UCC converged in a week of meetings in Grand Rapids, 
which was interesting, informative and revealing. 
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“One could feel the warm mesmerizing and sometimes magical spirit. It was 
expressed through the hospitality, friendships, intense bible studies, informative 
workshops, inspiring dances, music and sermons, interesting candidates, well 
organized business sessions and committee hearings, displays and exhibits, 
fellowship, and lots of cookies to my delight!” 


..And General Synod XXVIII, 2011 will be in our neighboring Florida 
Conference, in Tampa! 


If there is news that you wish to have shared with others in the 
Southeast Conference family, please contact Tim at 
tdowns @secucc.org. 
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